
Early Life

Jellyfish look the same now as 
they did millions of years ago. 
Do you think jelly fish have 
evolved?

A very very long time ago (about 4 billion 
years), something very special happened. Life 
appeared. The first living things had just one 
cell and floated in the sea. All living things 
are made up of cells. Cells are a bit like Lego 
blocks for building things which are alive. 
Humans are made up of millions of cells. 
Cells are too tiny to see.

Very slowly these cells evolved into the 
animals and plants you see today. Evolve is 
when something changes over a very long 
time, until it becomes something different. 

There was a time called the Cambrian Period. 
This was a really long time ago. Lots of new 
lifeforms evolved at this time. Lots of these 
lifeforms lived in the sea. The sea was full of 
all sorts of different animals and plants. 
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One type of animal was called a Trilobite. Trilobites lived in the sea and 
looked a bit like a wood louse. Some Trilobites were as small as a grain of rice.  
Some Trilobites were a bit bigger than a cat. 

At this time, the first animals with a backbone evolved. Not all animals have a 
backbone. Humans, dogs, some fish and birds have backbones. Jellyfish and 
octopus do not have backbones. 
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The Horns of Ammon

They are called ammonites because they look like the horns of a 
God called Ammon.

People have been finding ammonites for 
a long time. People find Ammonites all 
the time. Because they are not hard to 
find, ammonites are cheap to buy. People 
who want to start collecting fossils often 
start with ammonites..

Why are they called 
Ammonites?
For many years people thought 
ammonites looked like coiled up snakes. 
Sometimes people painted them to look 
even more like snakes. They were 
sometimes even called snakestones.
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This picture is a Pikaia. Pikaia was one of the first animals 
with a backbone. Maybe all animals with a back bone 
evolved from Pikaia. Humans have backbones. Maybe 
humans evolved from Pikaia. Do you think humans are like 
Pikaia or are humans different to Pikaia.  

All the Pikaia died out a very long time ago. When all of a kind of life dies out we say they 
are extinct. When something is extinct there are not any alive now. Dinosaurs and the 
Dodo bird are two kinds of animal that are famous for being extinct. 
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